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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 01–034–1]

RIN 0579–AB30

Draft Action Plan for the Noxious
Weeds Program

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of availability and
request for comments.

SUMMARY: We are requesting comments
on a draft document titled ‘‘Draft Action
Plan for the Noxious Weeds Program’’
that we have developed. The draft
document recommends specific changes
to the noxious weeds regulatory
program, including changes to the
noxious weeds regulations. Because
these recommendations may form the
basis for future rulemaking, we are
requesting public comments on the draft
document so that we may consider any
relevant public input before taking
further action.
DATES: We invite you to comment on the
draft document. We will consider all
comments that we receive by March 29,
2002.
ADDRESSES: Please send four copies of
your comment (an original and three
copies) to: Docket No. 01–034–1,
Regulatory Analysis and Development,
PPD, APHIS, Suite 3C03, 4700 River
Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737–
1238.
Please state that your comment refers to
Docket No. 01–034–1.

You may read any comments that we
receive on this docket in our reading
room. The reading room is located in
room 1141 of the USDA South Building,
14th Street and Independence Avenue
SW., Washington, DC. Normal reading
room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays. To be sure someone is there to

help you, please call (202) 690–2817
before coming.

APHIS documents published in the
Federal Register, and related
information, including the names of
organizations and individuals who have
commented on APHIS dockets, are
available on the Internet at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/
webrepor.html.

You may request a copy of the ‘‘Draft
Action Plan for the Noxious Weeds
Program’’ by writing to the person listed
under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT. The draft action plan is also
available in our reading room or on the
Internet through APHIS’ Noxious Weeds
Home Page at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov:80/ppq/weeds/
weedhome.html.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Alan V. Tasker, Noxious Weeds Program
Coordinator, Invasive Species and Pest
Management, PPQ, APHIS, 4700 River
Road Unit 134, Riverdale, MD 20737–
1237; (301) 734–5225.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Plant
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701–7772)
authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture
to prohibit or restrict the importation
into the United States, and the interstate
movement within the United States, of
any plants and plant products to
prevent the introduction into and
dissemination in the United States of
noxious weeds. Under this authority,
the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) administers the
noxious weeds regulations in 7 CFR part
360 (referred to below as the
regulations), which prohibit or restrict
the importation and interstate
movement of noxious weeds.

On March 20, 2000, we published in
the Federal Register (65 FR 14927–
14931, Docket No. 98–064–1) an
advance notice of proposed rulemaking
(ANPR) to gain information on ways in
which we can increase the effectiveness
of our noxious weeds regulatory
program and regulations. We solicited
comments on the ANPR for 90 days,
ending June 19, 2000. By that date, we
received 272 comments. They were from
State departments of agriculture,
representatives of the seed and nursery
stock industries, and other interested
persons. The commenters provided
suggestions on weed categories and risk
assessment and permitting issues, and
offered recommendations for
prioritizing funding resources for

existing and future noxious weeds
programs. The commenters most
frequently recommended that the
following areas be priorities for our
noxious weeds program: Exclusion,
prevention, survey and early detection,
and eradication of introduced weeds of
limited distribution. The commenters
also supported, but mentioned less
frequently, risk assessment, public
education, and cooperative integrated
management, including biological
control.

Immediately following the close of the
comment period for our March 2, 2000,
ANPR, the Plant Protection Act was
signed into law. The Plant Protection
Act repealed portions of the Federal
Noxious Weed Act (7 U.S.C. 2801
[except 2801 note]–2813) and now
provides us greater authority to regulate
the importation and interstate
movement of noxious weeds. The Plant
Protection Act and its effect on our
noxious weeds program are discussed in
greater detail in the draft action plan.
Many of the comments we received on
the ANPR are relevant to the
development of regulations under our
new authority.

Based on those comments, we
developed the draft document titled
‘‘Draft Action Plan for the Noxious
Weeds Program.’’ The draft document
presents a draft plan for addressing the
commenters’ areas of concern and
reflects our current thinking on the
changes necessary to improve the design
and conduct of the noxious weeds
program. However, the draft document
does not commit APHIS to making any
changes to the noxious weeds
regulations.

We are seeking public comment on
the draft action plan. Public comments
will help us decide whether the plan
outlined in the draft document is
needed and would be effective. We ask
that comments on the draft action plan
also suggest alternative approaches to
updating our noxious weeds program, if
appropriate. If, after we consider public
comments on the draft document, we
decide to propose changes to the
noxious weeds regulations, we will
publish a proposed rule in the Federal
Register.

This action has been determined to be
significant for the purposes of Executive
Order 12866 and, therefore, has been
reviewed by the Office of Management
and Budget.
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Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7701–7772.

Done in Washington, DC, this 23rd day of
January 2002.
Bill Hawks,
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory
Programs.
[FR Doc. 02–2018 Filed 1–25–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–34–U

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Meeting of the Land Between The
Lakes Advisory Board

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of Meeting.

SUMMARY: The Land Between The Lakes
Advisory Board will hold a meeting on
Thursday, February 21, 2002. Notice of
this meeting is given under the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C.
App.2.

The meeting agenda includes the
following:

(1) Welcome, Introductions, Agenda
(2) User Data
(3) Public Survey for Planning
(4) Area Planning—Public

Participation Models
(5) Trust Fund Financial Review
(6) Discussion of Public Comments

Received
(7) FS Community Efforts
The meeting is open to the public.

Written comments are invited and may
be mailed to: William P. Lisowsky, Area
Supervisor, Land Between The Lakes,
100 Van Morgan Drive, Golden Pond,
Kentucky 42211. Written comments
must be received at Land Between The
Lakes by February 13, 2002, in order for
copies to be provided to the members at
the meeting. Board members will review
written comments received, and at their
request, oral clarification may be
requested at a future meeting.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Thursday, February 21, 2002, 8:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m., CST.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Kenlake State Resort Park and will
be open to the public.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sharon Byers, Advisory Board Liaison,
Land Between The Lakes, 100 Van
Morgan Drive, Golden Pond, Kentucky
42211, 270–924–2002.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: None.

Dated: January 22, 2002.
William P. Lisowsky,
Area Supervisor, Land Between The Lakes.
[FR Doc. 02–1976 Filed 1–25–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–11–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Grain Inspection, Packers and
Stockyards Administration

[01–04–C]

Opportunity to Comment on the
Applicants for the Central Iowa (IA)
Area

AGENCY: Grain Inspection, Packers and
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA),
USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: GIPSA requests comments on
the applicants for designation to provide
official services in the geographic area
assigned to Central Iowa Grain
Inspection Service, Inc.
DATES: Comments must be postmarked,
or electronically date stamped by
February 27, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Comments must be
submitted in writing to USDA, GIPSA,
Janet M. Hart, Chief, Review Branch,
Compliance Division, STOP 3604, Room
1647–S, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20250–3604.
Telecopier (FAX) users may send
comments to the automatic telecopier
machine at 202–690–2755, attention:
Janet M. Hart. Electronic mail users may
send comments to:
janhart@gipsadc.usda.gov. All
comments received will be made
available for public inspection at the
above address located at 1400
Independence Avenue, SW., during
regular business hours.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Janet M. Hart, at 202–720–8525.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
action has been reviewed and
determined not to be a rule or regulation
as defined in Executive Order 12866
and Departmental Regulation 1512–1;
therefore, the Executive Order and
Departmental Regulation do not apply
to this action.

In the December 4, 2001, Federal
Register (66 FR 63015), GIPSA asked
persons interested in providing official
services in the Central Iowa area to
submit an application for designation by
January 2, 2002. There were two
applicants: Central Iowa Grain
Inspection Service, Inc., and Kevin D.
Bredthauer and Sandra M. Bredthauer,
Des Moines, Iowa, proposing to do
business as Central Iowa Grain
Inspection Corporation. Central Iowa
Grain Inspection Service, Inc., and
Central Iowa Grain Inspection
Corporation both applied for
designation to provide official services
in the entire area currently assigned to

Central Iowa Grain Inspection Service,
Inc.

GIPSA is publishing this notice to
provide interested persons the
opportunity to present comments
concerning the applicants. Commenters
are encouraged to submit reasons and
pertinent data for support or objection
to the designation of the applicants. All
comments must be submitted to the
Compliance Division at the above
addresses. Comments and other
available information will be considered
in making a final decision. GIPSA will
publish notice of the final decision in
the Federal Register, and GIPSA will
send the applicants written notification
of the decision.

Authority: Pub. L. 94–582, 90 Stat. 2867,
as amended (7 U.S.C. 71 et seq.).

Dated: January 14, 2002.
David R. Shipman,
Acting Administrator, Grain Inspection,
Packers and Stockyards Administration.
[FR Doc. 02–2019 Filed 1–25–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–EN–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

[I.D. 012302A]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce has
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: Alaska Marine Sport Fishing
Economics Survey.

Form Number(s): None.
OMB Approval Number: None.
Type of Request: Regular submission.
Burden Hours: 1,048.
Number of Respondents: 3,740.
Average Hours Per Response: 20

minutes to respond to a mail survey;
and 5 minutes to respond to a follow-
up phone survey.

Needs and Uses: The survey data is
necessary to conduct required economic
analyses of marine sport fisheries off
Alaska. This data is currently not
available for many areas and fisheries in
Alaska. The survey data will be used to
estimate the economic value of fishing
to anglers, and how catch rates and
fishery regulations affect that value. The
respondents will be drawn from a
random sample of U.S. residents who
purchased an Alaska State sport fishing
license in 2001. Follow-up calls will be
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